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e may feel isolated in
Wthe South Hebron Hills,
Jerusalem or Gaza, as we

face barricades and brutality
week after week. But the Muste
Institute connects us to a
broader movement for justice: to
grassroots organizing around the
world, efforts to stop the atrocity
of war, to end the death penalty,
defend immigrants’ rights, to
counter recruitment efforts and
so much more. At a time when
foundations are afraid to fund
grassroots nonviolent organizing,
the Institute provides unwavering
and consistent support.

Rebekah Wolf, Palestine Solidarity
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Crossing Brooklyn Bridge

have dedicated my life to
‘the kind of grassroots direct

action that the Muste Institute
makes possible, so | recognize
how unusual it is. Unusual in its
dedication to supporting groups
whose nonviolent actions are
considered “too radical” for
mainstream funders. Unusual
because it funds projects without
regard to size, tax-exempt status
or national borders. Unusual,
unique, and essential.

Medea Benjamin, Code Pink

U sells Egypt 140,000 canisters of teargas

=0r 30 years, Deep Dish TV has
\/been a laboratory for new,
democratic and empowering
ways to make and distribute video.
We are a hub that links thousands
of independent filmmakers, artists
and activists, documenting the
social movements of our time.
The Muste Institute itself is a hub,
supporting and collaborating with
a global network of organizations
and activists, creating a dynamic
community for those of us it
houses as well as those it supports.

Brian Drolet, Deep Dish TV
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“~ighting for space is an
\’intrinsic element of radical
history — safe spaces in
which to organize, to cultivate
community and live. The streets
and plazas in which we march
and assemble are open one
minute and blocked by police the
next. Muste epitomizes unblocked
and open. When I’'m in NY, | can
borrow a desk, get (or give)
advice, and leave inspired by the
layers of postings on the hallway
walls and the solidarity within.

Katrina Tosh, Occupy Oakland
Bay Area Anti-repression Committee

lZa\N Yo stop NYPD Harrassman’r

ince 1969, A] Muste’s

sheltering program has

provided WRL, and activists
across movements, with a secure
and collective space that makes
it possible to share resources,
energy and skills. We recently
took part in a coalition-based
effort to condemn Donald Trump’s
racism and xenophobia. Our
sign-making party wound through
the building as neighbors offered
everything from extra hands to
paint brushes and projectors.
Moments like this truly exemplify
the power of community space!

Tara Tabassi, War Resisters League
National Organizer
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hen we need it, the space
W is there. We expand,

spread down hallways,
stack signs and posters in
corners, open tables to collate
mailings. Our movements expand
and contract like a freeze-thaw
cycle. The world changes, we roll
with it.

Jane Guskin, AT Muste Staff

March 1o free Puerto Rican political prisoner Oscar
Lopez Rivera.

e are appreciative of the
Wsupport from A) Muste,

not only for the Truth
Telling Project but for the
institutional support of
peace-building and anti-war
organizations over its many years
of work for justice. Our shared
belief that change starts at the
roots led the Project to the voices
of those most directly affected by
state sanctioned racial violence
and to direct action toward
structural change.

Dave Kagland, co-founder,
Truth Telling Project, Ferguson, MO

Protest follows the murder of Eric Garner
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Life Without Parole

uste was a deep and
Mtough thinker who
profoundly believed that
nonviolent grassroots activism is
the fundamental key to organizing
movements that can make social
change a reality — not just to end
the death penalty but to oppose
war and militarism, confront
racism, and build social justice.
Political dissent is never easy
— but it is necessary. The Muste
Institute provides an essential
underpinning for those
movements that carry on the fight.

Mumia Abu-Jamal, Political Prisoner,
“Live From Death Row” Author

Human Rights Activist, People’s Megamarch in Oaraca.

“rom Chiapas to Palestine, 'm
‘/awed by what humble people
are doing in the face of
devastating inhumanity. The Muste
institute is focused on supporting
precisely these grassroots groups
that don’t shy away from the
magnitude of the challenges they
face and, instead, put all their bets
on making “miracles” with few
resources and ample conviction.

Maria Delgado,
Uruguayan Human Rights Activist
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olidarity comes from

the ability of those with
divergent views to engage
in a collective struggle toward
social revolution.” Being part of
the Muste community is to see
our core principles in action:
from organizations joining to
work on initiatives connected to
global, national and local issues,
to activists gathering to discuss
where our work is taking us and
how we should get there. You
donr’t find many spaces like it.

Greq Pason, Docialist Party, UDA

WTD March in Seatte

uste’s sheltering program
Mis a fertile ground in

which hope can germinate
and grow, even through tough
times. Together we are swimming
against a tide of sentiment
that says nonviolent grassroots
resistance is not feasible, is too
slow, or can’t possibly bring about
meaningful change. We have
proved that it not only can work,
but that it can’t be stopped.

Victoria Sobel,
Occupy Media Working Grroup

Leading Occupy march across Brookiyn Bridge
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uste is moving ahead
Mto a new space, taking
the groups we house

and our broad shoulders with

us. As always, we stand ready

to respond to an escalation of
violence or repression, ready
when a new group needs Internet
access, meeting space, an
address, or sanctuary.

We are in the hub of activism.
One of our newer groups,

the New York State Youth
Leadership Council, brings

an “undocumented, unafraid,
unapologetic” attitude and

fresh organizing power to the
struggle for immigrants’ rights.
Grant applications on my desk
provide more inspiration. They
include projects to boycott
institutionalized racism in the
Dominican Republic; to make
conscientious objection more
visible in Israel; to support
families protesting forced
disappearance in Colombia; and,
on the domestic front, initiatives
to defend prisoners’ rights and

promote alternatives to militarism.

In addition to supporting direct
action in the streets, we have
joined a number of our tenants
and sponsored organizations in
the courtroom by filing a friend-
of-the-court brief to a legal
challenge against military spying
on political activists.

We know firsthand about surveil-
lance and repression. Tactics and
capabilities may change over the
years, but the threat of govern-

ment overreaching remains the
same. In 1968, the War Resisters
League was forced to find a new
home after the FBI trashed their
offices, destroying hundreds of
files and mailing lists. Now our
lists and files are no longer on
paper, yet we are no less vulner-
able. Like the groups that joined
WRL in the move to 339 Lafayette

Street, we move forward, together,

to fight against all abuses of
power against people.

| could not be more excited to
be working with an organization
that embraces its rich history,
its tenacious presence, and the
courageous activists that will
shape our future.

A /ﬁkm«\,

Executive Director of the
AJ Muste Institute

A.). Muste Memorial Institute
SUPPORTING NONVIOLENCE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE SINCE 1974.
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These iconic actions represent untold fousands who risk their lives and freedom, alone and in small groups, and remain the heart and stren
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Every 28 hours, a black man, woman, or child is

murdered by police or vigilante law enforcement.
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